This is the report of a case of thymoma associated with systemic lupus erythematosus. Although the association of these two pathological states is rare (Larsson, 1963; MacKechnie, Squires, and Platts, 1973) , they have been found together in association with other diseases (Clinical Pathologic Conference, 1973; Funkhouser, 1961; Galbraith, Summerskill, and Murray, 1964; Kough and Barnes, 1964;  Montes, Carter, and Moreland, 1968; Peterson and Lund, 1969; Singh, 1969) .
In December 1972, the patient developed pains in the knees and metacarpophalangeal and proximal interphalangeal joints and also a Raynaud phenomenon. The ESR was elevated at 55 mm in 1 hour and the anti-nuclear factor was 1:1024. LE Raynaud's phenomenon (Wolf, Gokcen, and Good, 1963) .
Within the past few years the number of different diseases found in association with thymoma has been steadily increasing (Rubin, 1964) . The earliest and most firmly established connections include myasthenia gravis (Castleman, 1955) , erythroid aplasia (Chalmers and Reheimer, 1954) , and agammaglobulinaemia (MacLeary, Zak, and Varco, 1956 (Boijsen and Reuter, 1966) . If the blood supply, as in this case, is derived primarily or exclusively from the thymic artery, the tumour is probably a thymoma. Although it is difficult to distinguish benign from malignant thymomas, the former is suggested by an absence of tumour vessels and a smooth margin to the mass. In contrast, a dermoid cyst is usually a totally avascular lesion. Substernal thyroids are very vascular masses which are supplied by an enlarged inferior thyroid artery. Many small tortuous tumour vessels arising from the internal mammary artery characterize metastatic deposits. Mediastinal angiography, in this case, was of value not only in establishing a diagnosis but also in determining the presence and extent of the tumour's blood supply. However, its obvious limitation in distinguishing benign from malignant thymomas should be noted. following: hypoplasia of other marrow elements (Havard and Scott, 1960) , carditis (Funkhouser, 1961) , positive Coombs' test (Jahsman, Monto and Rebuck, 1962 ), Cushing's syndrome (Pimstone, Uys, and Vogelpoel, 1972 ), Hashimoto's thyroiditis (Dawson, 1972) , pemphigus (Lynfield, Pertschuk, and Zimmerman, 1973) , candidiasis (Stillman and Baer, 1973) , myositis and myopathy (Rubin, 1964) , multiple myeloma (Lindstrom, Williams, and Brunning, 1968) , leukaemia (Anderson and Henning, 1967) , erythrocytosis (Lundstrom, 1970) , and megaoesophagus (Demos, Yadusky, and Tinmes, 1966) .
The association of thymoma and systemic lupus erythematosus remains to be explained. Bach (1974) has presented evidence to support the existence of a circulating thymic hormone and has noted that the level of this hormone is decreased in some immune deficient states and in patients with SLE. Disease in NZB mice (East, 1970) 
